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THE TRIBUNAL

This is a digital application form. It is identical in every way to the regular application form used by the Tribunal, but gives you the capability of answering the questions directly on your computer and saving them in Word (.doc) format. Your application should be stored on a CD or disk and submitted to the Tribunal. This will accelerate our ability to process your case. We will also need you to print out a hard copy, signed by you and your Procurator Advocate and submit it along with the CD or disk. 
In seeking to determine your future ability to marry in the Roman Catholic Church, you have been referred to the Metropolitan Tribunal of the Archdiocese of Detroit. The following will serve as an aid to assist you to better understand the annulment process.

The Tribunal is composed of a staff appointed by the Archbishop of Detroit who will make a determination of your current marital status and your eligibility to marry in the Catholic Church. The priests, deacons, sisters and lay persons connected to this office are here to apply present Church law to your petition for annulment.

The Catholic Church believes that marriage is sacred and that it affects the family, society and the Church. The Church law states that: “The matrimonial covenant by which a man and a woman establish between themselves a partnership of the whole of life, is by nature ordered toward the good of the spouses and the procreation and education of offspring.” (Canon 1055) This forms the basis of the Court’s investigation.

All Catholics and any other persons who desire to marry in the Catholic Church have the right to ask the officials of the Church to investigate the possibility of the nullity of their former marriage.

A Declaration of Nullity may be granted only if it can be shown through a formal inquiry that, at the time of consent, at least one of the parties lacked an intention or capability required to establish a binding commitment as understood by the Catholic Church.  If nullity is declared, both parties would be free to enter another marriage in the Catholic Church, if they choose to do so.

It does not deny that a real relationship existed, nor does it imply that the relationship was entered with ill will or moral fault.  It does not seek to place blame or establish a guilty party. 

A Declaration of nullity does not affect the legitimacy of any children of the marriage and has no consequences whatsoever in civil law.

WHERE TO BEGIN

Contact your Parish: A priest, deacon or specially trained religious or layperson will provide assistance to you during the entire annulment process. This person is called your Procurator–Advocate. Upon setting an appointment with this designated person, you will be given the proper forms to begin the process. You will be asked to take the forms home and answer the questions completely, preferably typing them out on a computer, trying to provide an accurate picture of what occurred prior to and during the marriage. Once you have answered all the questions to the best of your ability, it is advisable to set them aside for a couple of days so that, if further additions come to mind, these may be added. 

The party presenting the application is called the Petitioner. The former spouse is called the Respondent. Church law and justice demand that the Respondent be contacted and afforded the opportunity to participate. The former spouses are never asked to appear in the Tribunal together.

THE PRELIMINARY FORMS

Application for Annulment: This application is basically an interview on paper. Your testimony should present a complete picture of your background, your courtship, the marriage and the separation. Yes and no answers are of no help. Providing examples can assist the Court to better understand why this marriage failed.

It is the Petitioner’s responsibility to make every reasonable attempt to locate the present name and address of the Respondent and to submit both to the Tribunal.  If this information cannot be provided, a summary of the efforts that were made to locate the Respondent must be included on a separate sheet. The Tribunal will then determine if the case can proceed without the Respondent’s address.

Witness Sheet: Since marriage takes place in the context of a community, other persons will be asked to provide the Court with information from their vantage point (witness testimony). These witnesses will be contacted by us in writing and asked to complete a short questionnaire. In order to have a clear picture of both parties and of the marriage, if possible, please list persons who knew you and/or your ex-spouse before the marriage or early in the marriage and who may have knowledge of family backgrounds, childhood or marital situations. Please make an effort to include witnesses from your side and from your former spouse’s side. Complete current names, addresses and phone numbers of your proposed witnesses are required. The names of the witnesses (but not their addresses) are provided to the Respondent at the beginning of the process. We ask that you personally contact all persons prior to listing them as witnesses to insure that they are willing to cooperate. One of the biggest delays in the annulment process is caused by the failure of witnesses to respond. Please type or legibly print all witness information.

Civil Records of Marriage(s) and Divorce(s): a copy of the civil marriage license for EVERY marriage which you may have entered must be included when submitting the application to the Tribunal. Copies of EVERY civil divorce judgment must also be included. The unexplained absence of these documents will prevent the opening of the case.

Counseling Reports: When either you or your former spouse have seen a counselor, psychologist or psychiatrist, prior to or during the marriage, the Tribunal may ask you to obtain a confidential summary from these individuals or institutions. You will be advised if this step is necessary.

SUBMITTING THE APPLICATION
Be certain you and your Procurator-Advocate have reviewed your application for content and have signed in all the applicable places. The Procurator-Advocate may write a letter outlining the evidence in the case suggesting a ground or grounds upon which to investigate the validity of the parties’ consent. Your Advocate will assist you with any questions you may have. The forms will then be mailed to the Tribunal. Keep a copy of all documents and testimony submitted for your records.
Review by the Presiding Judge: Priests, religious and laypersons trained in Church law are appointed by the Archbishop to act as Judges and Defenders in the annulment process. A Judge reviews the information you have submitted, determines which witnesses are to be contacted and what other information is required.

Citation: The Petitioner and the Respondent will be notified by letter of the personnel assigned to process the annulment and the tentative grounds under which the case is to be considered. The names (but not addresses) of the proposed witnesses submitted by the Petitioner will be noted in the letter sent to the Respondent.

The citation letters indicate the Case Names and Case Number (Protocol Number) which have been assigned. Please have your Protocol Number available whenever you contact the Tribunal.

Along with the citation letter, the Petitioner will also receive a document called the PETITION, which is to be signed by the Petitioner and returned to the Tribunal.

The Respondent is invited to participate in this process to the extent he/she wishes.

The Grounds: On the Petition document, which you and your former spouse receive, the proposed grounds for the investigation are stated. These are canonical grounds that are determined by the Court using Catholic Church law and do not pertain to civil law. There are many grounds that the Tribunal may use to investigate the possible nullity of a marriage. 

A few examples of the more common grounds the Tribunal may propose and investigate are as follows:

a. Simulation:  This ground focuses on the intentions of the parties at the time they entered marriage. The Church defines at least three benefits of marriage, which it calls the “goods” of marriage. They are children, permanence and marital fidelity, a further benefit is conjugal life. In our contemporary culture individuals sometimes substitute their own understanding of marriage for that which the Church teaches.  Their subjective understanding may be contrary to the Church’s teaching and can constitute serious error which may impair that person’s ability to give valid consent. These errors may find expression in many ways. 
The following are a few examples of thinking which is contrary to the Church’s teaching: “Marriage is permanent but only as long as I am happy and problems can be solved. If I’m not happy, I can get divorced”; “I really don’t want children but I might change my mind somewhere down the road and we will practice birth control until I change my mind”; “Sex with others is alright if it doesn’t hurt anyone or we agree to have sex with others”.

“If either or both parties through a positive act of will should exclude marriage itself, some essential element or an essential property of marriage, it is invalidly contracted.” (Canon 1101 §2)

b. Inability to Assume the Obligations of Marriage: This ground looks at the psychological ability of a person to fulfill the obligations of marriage. Evidence of alcohol and/or drug abuse prior to and during the marriage, any severe psychological impairment in one of the parties can constitute good evidence for this ground. “They are incapable of contracting marriage who are not capable of assuming the essential obligations of matrimony due to causes of a psychic nature.” (Canon 1095 § 3)

c. Defect of Discretion: This ground concerns psychological problems that affected the consent of the parties. Examples are gross psychological immaturity often coupled with a severely problematic family life and grossly inappropriate judgment. The Code of Canon Law states: “They are incapable of contracting marriage who suffer from a grave lack of discretion of judgment concerning the essential matrimonial rights and duties which are to be mutually given and accepted”. (Canon 1095 §2)

Decision Process: After the testimony is gathered, the case is reviewed by the Judge to determine if there is sufficient information to bring the case to completion. At that time both parties are notified by letter that the case is nearing conclusion and they have a final opportunity to submit any additional information and to review the Acts of the Case. This must be done within 15 business days of the date of that letter.

The case is then reviewed by the Defender of the Bond who gives written comments supporting the bond of marriage. Once these comments are received, the Judge reviews the entire file and renders a decision. Both parties are then notified of the decision in First Instance.

Church law requires that every affirmative decision be reviewed by the Ecclesiastical Court of Appeals, also referred to as the Court of Second Instance.

Appeals: The Defender of the Bond and both of the principal parties have the right to appeal the decision of the Court of First Instance to the Second Instance Court, or directly to the Roman Rota. Correspondence from the appealing party detailing the reasons for the appeal will be forwarded to the Court of Second Instance prior to their review.
An affirmative decision by two Courts is required before a Declaration of Nullity can be granted. 

Stipulations: If the Tribunal is concerned that the difficulties which contributed to the break-up of your former marriage may remain unresolved, the Judge may require specific action before another marriage in the Catholic Church can take place. If the Judge considers that these difficulties could impact on a future relationship, a stipulation will be placed. Those with a stipulation may be required to have a counselor’s evaluation and possibly time-limited counseling. This assessment or counseling is performed by professionals to assist the Court in resolving any doubts concerning the person’s readiness to enter into a future marriage in the Catholic Church. This stipulation must be lifted by the Judicial Vicar before a priest/deacon can proceed with wedding plans.

Time Frame: An annulment case will normally be completed within twelve to fourteen months from the date of acceptance by the Tribunal. The time involved is governed by the cooperation of the principal parties and their witnesses in providing sufficient testimony in a timely manner. Incomplete information or a delay in submitting testimony can often prolong the process. The Judge will notify you if additional witnesses or information is needed. It is important that you notify the Tribunal of any changes in the addresses submitted for the principal parties or witnesses.
Status Inquires: The Tribunal cannot respond to status inquires. The Judges will take calls regarding letters they have sent to the principal parties (Petitioner/Respondent). All questions about Canon Law and the annulment process are to be addressed to your Procurator–Advocate. If further clarification is needed, the Advocate will contact the Court.
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     _______________________________________
APPLICATION FOR A DECLARATION OF NULLITY

I, the undersigned applicant, request the Metropolitan Tribunal of the Archdiocese of Detroit to examine the marriage below according to Catholic Church Law, and contend that it is invalid in Catholic Law due to a defect of consent.

PETITIONER INFORMATION
RESPONDENT INFORMATION
	Mr
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Mrs
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Ms
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Miss
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Dr
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	          
	Mr
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Mrs
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Ms
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Miss
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Dr
 FORMCHECKBOX 



	     
	PRESENT FULL NAME
	     

	     
	MAIDEN NAME
	     

	     
	ADDRESS
	     

	                        ,            
	CITY/STATE/ZIP
	                        ,            

	     
	HOME PHONE
	     

	     
	OCCUPATION
	     

	     
	WORK PHONE
	     


It is the Petitioner’s responsibility to make every reasonable attempt to locate the present name and address of the Respondent and submit it to the Tribunal.  If this information cannot be provided, a summary of the efforts that were made to locate it must be included on a separate sheet.  The Tribunal will then determine if the case can proceed without the Respondent’s address.

	     
	DATE OF BIRTH
	     

	     
	PLACE OF BIRTH
	     

	     
	RELIGION AT TIME OF WEDDING 
	     

	                        
	RELIGION DURING MARRIAGE
	                      

	     
	PRESENT RELIGION
	     

	     
	DATE OF BAPTISM
	     

	     
	CHURCH & CITY OF BAPTISM
	     


	WEDDING DATE:
	     
	CHURCH/PLACE OF WEDDING
	     

	CITY/STATE
	     
	OFFICIANT’S TITLE & NAME
	     


WAS THERE A CIVIL WEDDING BEFORE THIS WEDDING IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH?     YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO FORMCHECKBOX 

	IF YES, DATE:
	     
	PLACE
	     

	CITY/STATE
	     
	OFFICIANT’S TITLE & NAME
	     


WAS THIS THE FIRST MARRIAGE FOR BOTH OF YOU? YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO  FORMCHECKBOX 
  IF NO, EXPLAIN ON SEPARATE SHEET

	DATE YOU CEASED LIVING TOGETHER
	     


	DATE OF FINAL DIVORCE JUDGMENT:
	     
	WHO WAS PLAINTIFF?
	     

	COUNTY/STATE
	     
	DIVORCE NUMBER
	     


A COPY OF THE CIVIL MARRIAGE LICENSE AND ANY DIVORCE DECREE FOR EVERY MARRIAGE

YOU HAVE ENTERED MUST BE INCLUDED WITH THIS APPLICATION

	NAMES OF ANY CHILDREN FROM THIS MARRIAGE

NAME:

     
DATE OF BIRTH:
     
NAME:

     
DATE OF BIRTH:
     
NAME:

     
DATE OF BIRTH:
     
NAME:

     
DATE OF BIRTH:
     
PLEASE ATTACH A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER FOR ADDITIONAL CHILDREN



	OTHER MARRIAGES ENTERED BY THE PETITIONER

NAME OF SPOUSE
SPOUSE’S RELIGION
DATE OF WEDDING
DATE OF DIVORCE
WAS THIS PERSON MARRIED BEFORE?
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
IF OTHER MARRIAGES ENDED IN DIVORCE, HAS A CHURCH ANNULMENT BEEN GRANTED?   YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO FORMCHECKBOX 

INCLUDE COPIES OF ALL MARRIAGE LICENSES, DIVORCE DECREES OR DEATH CERTIFICATES.



	


	ARE YOU PLANNING TO MARRY IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH?

YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO FORMCHECKBOX 

IF YES, TO WHOM?

     
HAS HE/SHE BEEN MARRIED BEFORE?

YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO FORMCHECKBOX 

IS HE/SHE NOW FREE TO MARRY IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH?

YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO FORMCHECKBOX 

PLEASE EXPLAIN ON A SEPARATE SHEET:  (E.G. WIDOW/WIDOWER, CHURCH ANNULMENT GRANTED, ETC.




	PROCURATOR/ADVOCATE MANDATE

I hereby designate the undersigned priest/deacon/Tribunal appointed layperson:  
     
 to serve as my Procurator-Advocate in this cause in First and Second Instance.  I authorize the Tribunal to substitute such persons to process this case as may be necessary.

_____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________

DATE







SIGNATURE OF PETITIONER




	I, the undersigned, accept the mandate and appointment of the above-signed Petitioner and I agree to act as their Procurator-Advocate in the Courts of First and Second Instance.

     
SIGNATURE OF PROCURATOR/ADVOCATE

PARISH

     
DATE

PARISH STREET ADDRESS

     
     
PARISH PHONE NUMBER

PARISH CITY, STATE, ZIP



	


STATEMENT OF TRIBUNAL POLICY
The proceedings of the Metropolitan Tribunal of the Archdiocese of Detroit are exclusively religious in nature.  The purpose of this investigation is to determine the status of the parties in the eyes of the Roman Catholic Church and as to their freedom to enter a marriage that will be recognized by the Catholic Church.  The proceedings are not intended to be an adversarial encounter, but rather a healing experience conducted in a spirit of compassion.

Fairness and justice require that the Tribunal have adequate information in order to make a just decision.  This information is acquired through the testimony of the parties and their witnesses.  The Tribunal may also request that the Petitioner and/or Respondent have medical or psychological records supplied to the Tribunal in support of the testimony.

NO DATE FOR A FUTURE MARRIAGE IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH MAY BE SET UNTIL AND UNLESS AN AFFIRMATIVE DECISION IS RENDERED BY THE FIRST INSTANCE COURT OF DETROIT AND APPROVED BY THE COURT OF SECOND INSTANCE.

EVEN IF AN AFFIRMATIVE DECISION IS RENDERED AND APPROVED BY THE SECOND INSTANCE COURT, A STIPULATION MAY PREVENT THE PETITIONER AND/OR RESPONDENT FROM IMMEDIATELY CELEBRATING A NEW  MARRIAGE IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH UNTIL THAT STIPULATION IS ADDRESSED BY THE PARTY AND IS LIFTED BY A LOCAL ORDINARY.

NO PRIEST OR DEACON MAY SCHEDULE EVEN A TENTATIVE DATE FOR MARRIAGE IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH BEFORE THE COMPLETION OF THE ENTIRE PROCESS.

I understand that the Tribunal staff is bound by oath to confidentiality. Because of the sensitive nature of the information gathered in this process and because the Tribunal wishes to promote the spirit of Christian charity, all the information gathered in the course of this investigation is considered to be the property of the Archdiocese of Detroit.  This information is not made available except as by Church law. For serious reasons, the Judge may curtail the availability of the information, even to the principal parties and/or their Procurator/Advocates.

*******************************************************************************
AFFIDAVIT OF THE PETITIONER
I attest that I have read the above statement of Tribunal Policy and that I understand it.

I agree to cooperate fully with the Tribunal and to be bound by the policies explained in the aforementioned statement.

I further swear that the testimony which I submit with this affidavit is, to the best of my knowledge, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help me God.
_______________________________________
__________________________________________________


Petitioner’s Signature
Priest/Deacon/Tribunal Appointed Layperson/Civil Notary

_______________________________________


__________________________________________________

Date
Parish/Place

WITNESS SHEET

Please list persons who knew you or your ex-spouse before the marriage and who have knowledge of family backgrounds, childhood or marital situations.  Please contact them to assure they are willing to provide information before presenting their names as witnesses.  Please make an effort to include witnesses from your side and from your former spouse’s side.  You must give complete and current names, addresses and phone numbers.  We will contact them by mail.  PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT ALL INFORMATION.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mr. FORMCHECKBOX 
Mrs.  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Ms.  FORMCHECKBOX 
   Miss  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Dr.  FORMCHECKBOX 

	NAME:
	     
	RELATIONSHIP:
	     

	ADDRESS:
	     
	CITY/STATE/ZIP:
	     

	HOME PHONE:
	     
	WORK PHONE
	     

	YEAR YOU MET THIS PERSON
	     
	YEAR THIS PERSON MET YOUR FORMER SPOUSE
	     


Mr. FORMCHECKBOX 
Mrs.  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Ms.  FORMCHECKBOX 
   Miss  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Dr.  FORMCHECKBOX 

	NAME:
	     
	RELATIONSHIP:
	     

	ADDRESS:
	     
	CITY/STATE/ZIP:
	     

	HOME PHONE:
	     
	WORK PHONE
	     

	YEAR YOU MET THIS PERSON
	     
	YEAR THIS PERSON MET YOUR FORMER SPOUSE
	     


Mr. FORMCHECKBOX 
Mrs.  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Ms.  FORMCHECKBOX 
   Miss  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Dr.  FORMCHECKBOX 

	NAME:
	     
	RELATIONSHIP:
	     

	ADDRESS:
	     
	CITY/STATE/ZIP:
	     

	HOME PHONE:
	     
	WORK PHONE
	     

	YEAR YOU MET THIS PERSON
	     
	YEAR THIS PERSON MET YOUR FORMER SPOUSE
	     


Mr. FORMCHECKBOX 
Mrs.  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Ms.  FORMCHECKBOX 
   Miss  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Dr.  FORMCHECKBOX 

	NAME:
	     
	RELATIONSHIP:
	     


	ADDRESS:
	     
	CITY/STATE/ZIP:
	     

	HOME PHONE:
	     
	WORK PHONE
	     

	YEAR YOU MET THIS PERSON
	     
	YEAR THIS PERSON MET YOUR FORMER SPOUSE
	     


Mr. FORMCHECKBOX 
Mrs.  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Ms.  FORMCHECKBOX 
   Miss  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Dr.  FORMCHECKBOX 

	NAME:
	     
	RELATIONSHIP:
	     

	ADDRESS:
	     
	CITY/STATE/ZIP:
	     

	HOME PHONE:
	     
	WORK PHONE
	     

	YEAR YOU MET THIS PERSON
	     
	YEAR THIS PERSON MET YOUR FORMER SPOUSE
	     


	LIST ALL COUNSELORS, PSYCHOLOGISTS OR PSYCHIATRISTS CONSULTED

BY EITHER PARTY BEFORE, DURING OF AFTER THE MARRIAGE

COUNSELOR:
     
DATES:
     
WHICH PARTY:
     
COUNSELOR:
     
DATES:
     
WHICH PARTY
     



PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING BEFORE CONTINUING

The rest of this application is basically an interview on paper. The Tribunal is first trying to get an accurate picture of both you and your former spouse at the time of the marriage and the factors (from the past and at that time) that may have influenced each of you in your decision to marry. There are questions concerning your family and how they influenced your development, your childhood and adolescence, as well as your relationship with each other prior to the marriage. The questions that concern your married life together seek to determine how the marriage commitment was or was not lived out and reflected in your relationship.

These questions are meant to serve as suggestions for your reflection on specific areas of your lives. Without writing a lengthy autobiography, please respond to each section as directly and completely as possible. Please do not give simple yes/no answers: as these provide us with very little information.

We ask that, if at all possible, you type your answers. This will be a great help to the Tribunal staff. If typing is not possible, we ask that you write or print legibly with a pen, not a pencil.

Finally, it is not necessary for you to rewrite each question that you are answering. Simply indicate the section number and title of the question to which you are referring, e.g. “#1 - YOUR PARENTS”.

QUESTIONS

1. YOUR PARENTS:

What kind of work did they do? How did they relate to family and friends? Did they practice their religion? Did they get along with each other? Were there any problems in their marriage? Discuss how you related to each parent. 

     
Did both parents raise you? Did they allow you to become independent? Did they take an interest in you and your development? Were they overprotective? What goals did they set for you? Which parent was dominant as far as you were concerned? Did you feel rejected by either? Did you dislike any family member? If so, why? Did you feel deprived of anything while growing up? Did you overcome this later?

     
Did either parent feel inferior? Why? Did either have psychiatric care? Were there any unusual burdens the family faced while you were growing up? Is there any history of divorce in your family? Is there any history of emotional problems in your family? Are your parents still living? 

     
2. YOUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS:

List, in chronological order, the name and birth date of any brothers and sisters, as well as yourself. 

     
How were they raised in comparison to you? Were any of your brothers and sisters married at the time you began dating your former spouse? If so, did they influence your understanding of marriage? Did any of your brothers or sisters divorce? Are you still in regular contact with them?

     
3. YOUR EDUCATION:

Did you have any problems in school with studies, other students, or with school authorities? If so, please explain. If you quit school early, why did you do so? 

     
4. YOUR ADOLESCENCE:

Were these happy times? Why or why not? Did any special experience have a great affect on you? What was your parents’ attitude toward sex and marriage? How did you relate to boys and girls? When did you first start to date? 
     
Did you ever have any serious relationships or engagements? How and when did they end? Had you experienced any sexual relationships before marriage? Did you have any serious illnesses while growing up? Did you suffer from any eating disorders? Did you use any substances such as alcohol, marijuana, or other drugs? If so, to what extent, and how long did this continue?

     
5. FOR THOSE MARRIED LATER IN LIFE:
What career field(s) did you work in prior to the marriage? After school, did you live at your parent’s home, with roommates or alone? What was your religious practice at that point in your life? How was your social life? What ideas or plans did you have for your life?

     
6. FOR THOSE WHO HAD A PREVIOUS MARRIAGE(S):

If this was not your first marriage, briefly describe your previous marriage(s). How old were you when you were first married? How long did the marriage last? How did the marriage end? If there was a divorce, what was the reason for the breakup of the marriage? Is this ex-spouse still living? How long after the end of the marriage did you meet the Respondent in this case? Are there children from any previous marriages?

     
7. YOUR FORMER SPOUSE’S BACKGROUND:
Please refer to the questions given in sections 1 through 6 above as they relate to what you know about your former spouse and his/her family. 
FORMER SPOUSE’S PARENTS

     
BROTHERS AND SISTERS

     
EDUCATION AND ADOLESCENCE
     
LATER MARRIAGE AND/OR PREVIOUS MARRIAGES

      
8. EACH PARTIES’ RELATIONSHIP WITH THE OTHER’S FAMILY:

How would you describe the kind of interaction you had with your former spouse’s family prior to the marriage? What was your impression of his/her family? Did you feel comfortable with their attitudes and values (were these above or below your expectations)? 

     
How did your former spouse interact with your family prior to marriage? Was your former spouse comfortable with the attitudes and values of your family? Did both families encourage the relationship to continue?

     
9. COURTSHIP:

When and how did you meet? How old were each of you? What was your first impression of your former spouse? How long and often did you and your former spouse date each other before becoming engaged? How long did the engagement last? Was the engagement broken (why)? Was the marriage date advanced (why)? 

     
How did you express your feelings for each other? During the courtship, did you and your former spouse enter into a shared living arrangement? If so, what was the basis of this decision? Were there any other significant events during the courtship or engagement?

     
While you were dating and engaged, how much time did you and your former spouse spend talking about issues such as finances, children, roles, and responsibilities in marriage? Did you just assume you were in agreement on these issues without discussing them in detail? 

     
What was your understanding of marriage at that time? If you had any serious doubts about the marriage, what were they? How did you and/or your former spouse deal with these doubts, and with whom did you discuss them? How much pre-marriage preparation did you have? Did anyone caution either of you about this marriage?
      

Describe each of your personalities at the time of your courtship. What attracted you to your spouse? Was there anything about your spouse’s personality that you had difficulty with and hoped would change in the marriage? 

     
10. THE WEDDING AND RECEPTION:

Did anything unusual happen at the wedding ceremony or reception?

     
11. CONVALIDATION:
If this marriage first took place outside the Catholic Church, why did you then have it celebrated (convalidated) in the Catholic Church? Describe fully the attitudes of each of you for doing this. 

Were there any pressures or other difficulties at the time? Were the two of you happy in your relationship at that time? In your mind, which marriage ceremony created the “real and true marriage”? Which marriage date did you celebrate as your wedding anniversary?

     
12. HONEYMOON:

Did you have a honeymoon? Did anything unusual happen? If so, please explain. Was there any physical or emotional distress during the honeymoon? Was the marriage consummated by normal sexual intercourse? If the marriage was not consummated, please explain. Was birth control used?

     
13. YOUR LIFE TOGETHER:

How did each of you adjust to make the marriage work? How long was it happy for each of you? Were both of you equals in the marriage? If not, who was the dominant spouse, and how did the other react? Could you discuss problems as partners? How well did each of you fulfill the needs of the other? 

     
How did you feel about the quality of your sexual life? How did your former spouse feel about it? Explain any difficulties in your sexual life? Did either refuse the other? Why?

     
14. PROBLEMS:

What were the major problems in the marriage? When did they arise? What caused them? How did each of you respond? How would you describe your arguments? Was there ever abuse (physical, sexual, emotional, or verbal)? Were there any moral or character problems (lying, cheating, stealing, arrests, imprisonment, or other trouble with civil authorities)? Was there any infidelity in the marriage? Was there any abuse of alcohol or drugs? If you answered yes regarding any of these issues, what impact did it have on the marriage? 

     
15. CHILDREN:

Were both of you open to having children in the marriage? If not, please explain. Did the presence or absence of children hurt your relationship? In what way? How did you deal with this? 

     
How did each of you relate with your children? Who was more responsible for their material needs, their upbringing, and their guidance? Were both of you interested in them? Was either party abusive (physically, sexually, emotionally, or verbally)? Was either party domineering? 

     
16. WORK HISTORY:
Did both of you have jobs outside the home? Did either of you change jobs frequently? Why? Did either of you have any problems with coworkers or superiors? Did either party’s job cause marital problems? Please explain.

     
17. SEPARATION:

Were there any separations in the marriage prior to the final separation? If so, how many? What caused them? How much effort did each of you make toward reconciliation? Did you and/or your spouse seek counseling?

     
18. CONCLUSION:

From your point of view, explain why the marriage failed. Given the problems described, why do you think the marriage lasted as long as it did? 

     
Following the divorce, are all civil obligations to any children of the marriage being met? What changes have occurred in your life since the divorce?

     
