Rite of Reconciliation of Several Penitents

With Individual Confession and Absolution

Lent 2011 – Presider

Introductory Rites

Opening Song
[see music suggestions]
Greeting

Priest:  Grace and peace be with you from God our Father and from our Lord Jesus Christ who laid down his life for our sins.
All: 
Glory to him forever.

Introduction
[in these or similar words]
Priest: My brothers and sisters, our Lord, Jesus Christ brought us into union with God and the Church through our baptism.  We have neglected this gift and fallen into sin.  Let us ask God to open our hearts and minds to his grace so that we may return to him in repentance.
Opening Prayer

Priest:
Bow your heads before the Lord.

[Silence]

Lord Jesus Christ, you redeemed us by your passion, Death and resurrection.  You gave us a share in new life by our baptism.  Open our eyes to the evil we have done.  Give us a new heart to love you so that we might share the joy of your resurrection for you live and reign for ever and ever.
All:
Amen.

Celebration of the Word of God

First Reading: 1 Corinthians 10: 1-13.
God is faithful and will not let you be tried beyond your strength.
Psalm 130
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.

[or another appropriate psalm]

Verse before the Gospel


Show us, Lord, your love;


and grant us your salvation.
Gospel: Matthew 5: 17-47
But I say to you.
Homily

[The celebrant may speak about the need to fulfill the grace of baptism by living faithfully the Gospel of Christ.]
Examination of Conscience

Priest, Deacon or minister:
Let us kneel and pray.
My brothers and sisters, mindful that we have neglected the gifts of our baptism let us examine our conscience calling to mind our failings so that we may confess them.
[The sets of questions may be divided between two readers. Read the questions slowly.  Please pause for a brief period of reflection between each question.]

Have I been faithful in my prayer life?

Have I missed Mass on Sunday or on a Holy Day of Obligation?
Do I take God’s name in vain?

Have I complained against God?

Have I sworn a false oath?

Do I participate actively in the celebration of Mass?

Have I done unnecessary work on the Lord’s Day?

Do I spend quality time with my family on the Lord’s Day?

Have I helped my parents when they were in need?

Have I been angry with my brother or sister?

Has my “yes” meant yes and my “no” meant no?

Have I physically or emotionally hurt another person?

Have I offered my cheek to those who would strike me?

Do I abuse drugs or alcohol?

Have I neglected my health?

Have I committed adultery in my heart?

Have I treated my body and the bodies of others with respect?

Do I use the internet in moral ways?

Did I steal?

Have I damaged another’s property?

Am I greedy?

Am I envious of other people’s things?

Do I tell lies?

Have I gossiped?

Do I make an effort to grow in my faith?

Have I gone the extra mile with my neighbor?

Do I love my enemies?

Rite of Reconciliation

General Confession of Sin

Minister: My sisters and brothers, let us confess our sins and pray.

All:
I confess to almighty God, and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned through my own fault, in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and in what I have failed to do; so I ask the blessed Mary, ever virgin, all the angels and saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Minister:
[Please stand]
My brothers and sisters the hour of God’s favor draws near, the day of his mercy and of our salvation, when death was destroyed and eternal life began.

[Pause]

All: 
Kyrie eleison. or Lord, have mercy.
[This response may be sung.]
Minister: We acknowledge that we are sinners and we ask for forgiveness.
All:
Kyrie eleison. or Lord, have mercy.
Minister: Give us back the joy of our salvation and give us a new and steadfast spirit.
All:
Kyrie eleison. or Lord, have mercy.
Minister: Renew the glory of baptism in those who have lost it by sin.
All:
Kyrie eleison. or Lord, have mercy.
Minister: Be merciful and hear us so that we may share in the joy of Christ’s risen life.
All:
Kyrie eleison. or Lord, have mercy.
Minister: Now in obedience to Christ, let us join in prayer to the Father, asking God to forgive us as we forgive others.

Our Father...

The Priest concludes:

Loving God, we come before you asking for your mercy and forgiveness.
Draw your servants into the presence of your Church.

Through the ministry of the Church, grant us pardon from all our sins

so that renewed in spirit we may give you thankful praise.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:
Amen.

Individual Confession and Absolution

[The penitents go to the priests designated for individual confession and confess their sins.  The priest gives an appropriate act of satisfaction.  The priest then extends his hands (or at least his right hand) over the penitent and gives absolution.]

Priest: God the Father of mercies,

through the death and resurrection of his Son

has reconciled the world to himself

and sent the Holy Spirit among us

for the forgiveness of sins;

through the ministry of the church

may God give you pardon and peace,

and I absolve you from your sins

in the name of the Father, and of the Son,

+ and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.


[During the time of individual confessions, quiet instrumental music may be played.]

Proclamation of Praise for God’s Mercy


[The Magnificat (Canticle of Mary) or another appropriate song may be sung.]

Concluding Prayer of Thanksgiving

Priest:
Let us pray.
Loving Father, you lead us back to the way of holiness.
Protect us now and always from the wounds of sin.
May we ever keep safe in all its fullness the gift your love once gave us

and your mercy now restores.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:
Amen.

Concluding Rite

Priest:
May the Lord Jesus guide your hearts in the way of love and fill you with peace.
All:
Amen.

Priest:
May the Lord give you the strength to walk in the newness of life and to be pleasing in all things.
All:
Amen.

Priest:
May God almighty bless you, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, +and of

the Holy Spirit.
All:
Amen.

Deacon or Priest: The Lord has freed you from your sins. Go in peace.

All:
Thanks be to God.

Closing Song 
[see suggestions]
Music Suggestions

Hymnology

Amazing Grace/Sublime Gracia (GIA/OCP)
Attende Domine (Traditional)

Blessed Assurance (GIA)

By the Babylonian Rivers (GIA)

Caminaré (OCP)

Forgive Our Sins (OCP)

From Ashes to the Living Font (GIA/WLP)

Give Me a New Heart (OCP)

God Of Love (OCP)

Help Us Accept Each Other (GIA)

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (GIA/OCP)
Out of Darkness (OCP)

Parce Domine (GIA/OCP)
Save Us, O Lord (OCP)

Soon and Very Soon (GIA)

The King of Love My Shepherd Is (GIA/OCP)

There’s a Wideness In God’s Mercy (OCP)

There Is a Balm in Gilead (GIA)

Ubi Caritas (GIA, OCP)

We Are Marching (GIA)
What Wondrous Love Is This (GIA/OCP/WLP)

Word of God Come Down to Earth (WLP)

Yes, I Shall Arise (WLP)

Psalm 130
Give Thanks to Our God (OCP)


Krismann

Out of the Depths (OCP)



Soper

Out of the Depths (OCP)



Gerrish

From the Depths We Cry to Thee (OCP)

HEINLEIN

With the Lord (OCP)




Joncas

Del Señor Viene la Misericordia (OCP)

Hurd 
With the Lord There Is Mercy (GIA)


Haugen
Proclamation of God’s Mercy

Canticle of Mary (GIA)



Roberts
My Soul Rejoices (OCP)



Alstott

My Soul Proclaims (OCP)



Farrell

Now Thank We All Our God



Traditional

All You Nations (OCP)



Deiss

Father, We Thank Thee Who Has Planted (GIA)
Traditional

There’s A Wideness In God’s Mercy (OCP)

Faber

Thank You, Lord (GIA)



Spiritual
Cantico Maria / Mary’s Song (OCP)


Sosa

