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Life is a Gift Conference

at SHMS on January 14

   Be a living witness to the Gospel of Life in our times! Take part in the Archdiocese of Detroit’s second annual “Life is a Gift” conference, which will be Jan. 14 at Sacred Heart Major Seminary. The daylong conference will begin with a 7:30 a.m. pre-conference Mass. The event will feature keynote talks from Bobby Schindler, executive director of the Terri Schiavo Life & Hope Network; Detroit Auxiliary Bishop Michael Byrnes; and Dr. Paul Wright, who treated and served the poor with Blessed Teresa of Calcutta. 
     Breakout sessions, including two for teenaged attendees, will allow conference-goers to delve deeper into pro-life issues.

     Cost of the conference is $35 for adults and $20 for students ages 13 and older. Continental breakfast and lunch are included. For more information about the day’s topics or to register online, visit www.aodonline.org/lifeisagift, or call 313-237-4691.
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     As we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan by John, we look back to our own baptism, when we were brought into the saving Passion, Death and Resur-rection of Jesus.  At our Baptism, we received a commission, our vocation, to live out our faith in the world.  During this week’s celebration of National Vocation Awareness Week, we recommit to following Jesus, we pray for the guidance to find where He is truly calling us, and to pray for an in-crease in vocations to the priest-hood and religious life.  True joy comes in finding the path that God has laid out for you; let us all renew that call of discipleship received at baptism.  
     To learn more about vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life visit www.detroitpriest.com.  If you feel God is calling you to the priesthood contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations at birney.tim@aod.org, 313-237-5875.

Solanus Casey Center Presents

“Holy Heroes in our Midst”


A program in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks, and Fr. Solanus Casey will be held from 2 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, January 29, at the Solanus Casey Center, 1780 Mt. Elliott Street, Detroit.


“Holy Heroes in our Midst” will explore the spirituality of these Christian heroes who have changed the world with courage, conviction and love.


Sharing their first-hand ex-periences and insights will be Dr. William Anderson, a friend of Dr. King; and Fr. Matthew Gottchalk, OFM Cap.. Both of these men marched for civil rights and continue to live and advocate for social justice.


For additional information, go to www.solanuscenter.org or call 313-579-2100 x130. Refreshments will be available and attendees are invited to tour the center. There will be a freewill offering.

Word of Life
     “A society is truly human when without reservations it protects and respects the dignity of every person from conception until the moment of his or her natural death. However, should it decide to ‘get rid’ of its members in the greatest need of protection, … it would be behaving in a profound-ly inhuman and also distorted manner with regard to the equality — obvious to every per-son of good will — of the dignity of all people, in all the stages of life.”
     ~Pope Benedict XVI, Address to the Hon. Reinhard Schweppe, Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to the Holy See, November 7, 2011

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar

     The Magi in today’s Gospel were led to Jesus by a star.  Who are the stars your children follow?   Don’t let it be the tabloid stars.  Resolve in this New Year to be the guiding star in the life of your children. 
-- MORE --
January 14-15
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     “Behold the Lamb of God” (John 1:35-42). Is God calling you to bring others to the Lord as a priest?  If you think God is calling you to be a priest visit our website at www.detroitpriest.com or contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priest-ly Vocations at birney.tim@aod.org or 313-237-5875. 

Word of Life

     “Scientific research provides a unique opportunity to explore the wonder of the universe, the com-plexity of nature and the dis-tinctive beauty of life, including human life. But since human beings are endowed with immortal souls and are created in the image and likeness of God, there are dimensions of human existence that lie beyond the limits of what the natural sciences are com-petent to determine. If these limits are transgressed, there is a serious risk that the unique dignity and inviolability of human life could be subordinated to purely utilitarian considerations.”
     ~Pope Benedict XVI, Address to the Participants in the “Inter-national Conference on Adult Stem Cells: Science and the Future of Man and Culture,” November 12, 2011

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar
     Jesus’ question in today’s Gospel is still valid today: “What are you looking for?”  What do you want from your spouse, children or parents? Families are pop-ulated with imperfect people. To expect perfection is unreal. To expect and accept imperfection is wisdom.

January 21-22

Word of Life

     “The potential benefits of adult stem cell research are very considerable, since it opens up possibilities for healing chronic degenerative illnesses by repair-ing damaged tissue and restoring its capacity for regeneration. The improvement that such therapies promise would constitute a sig-nificant step forward in medical science, bringing fresh hope to sufferers and their families alike. For this reason, the Church naturally offers her encour-agement to those who are engag-ed in  conducting and supporting research of this kind, always with the proviso that it be carried out with due regard for the integral good of the human person and the common good of society.”
     ~Pope Benedict XVI, Address to the Participants in the “International Conference on Adult Stem Cells: Science and the Future of Man and Culture,” November 12, 2011

Eighth Annual Solanus Center Wine and Food Event


St. John Armenian Church, 22001 Northwestern Highway, Southfield will be the site of the Eighth Annual Solanus Center Wine and Food Event on Friday, February 10.


Tickets are $65 per person. Raffle tickets are $10 with prizes of $2,000, $1,000, and $500. For more information, call 313-579-2100 x153.
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     “Follow Me and I will make you fishers of men” (Mark 1:14-20).  Are you willing to give all you have to follow the Lord?  If you think God is calling you to be a priest visit our website at www.detroitpriest.com or contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priest-ly Vocations at birney.tim@aod.org or 313-237-5875. 

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar

     It must have been difficult for Zebedee to watch his sons walk away and follow Jesus.  It was the end of ‘Zebedee and Sons Fishing, Inc.’ Our children were never ours.  They are only on loan to us. We raise them to let them go.

January 28-29
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     God chooses ordinary people to speak His message.  Can you perceive the voice of God in those around you?  If you hear God’s voice, harden not your heart (Deuteronomy 18: 15-20).  If you think God is calling you to be a priest visit our website at www.detroitpriest.com or contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priest-ly Vocations at birney.tim@aod.org or 313-237-5875. 

Mardi Gras Celebration Benefits

Capuchin Soup Kitchen


The Catholic Kolping Society, 24409 Jefferson, St. Clair Shores, will hold a Mardi Gras Celebration on Friday, February 17, at 7 p.m. There will be music, dancing, a cash bar, food, and prizes for the best costumes. Admission is $10 in advance or at the door. Proceeds will benefit the Capuchin Soup Kitchen. For more information, call Mary at 586-909-2027.

-- MORE --

Word of Life
     “HHS’s new mandate for contraception/sterilization coverage … includes an incredibly narrow exemption for ‘religious employers’ that protects almost no one. For example, a Catholic institution serving the poor and needy would have to fire its non-Catholic staff, refuse life-affirming care to non-Catholic people in need, and devote itself instead to ‘the inculcation of religious values’ to qualify for the exemption. Individuals, insurers, and the sponsors of non-employee health plans (e.g., student health plans in Catholic schools) would have no exemption at all. This effort to corral religion exclusively into the sanctuaries of houses of worship betrays a complete ignorance of the role of religion in American life, and of Congress’s long tradition of far more helpful laws on religious freedom.”
      ~Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, Archbishop of Galveston-Houston and Chair of the USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities, Letter to Congress, September 7, 2011, in support of the “Respect for Rights of Conscience Act”

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar

     Today’s Gospel reminds us “un-clean spirits” still haunt our families. These “spirits” thrive in-side our grudges, punishing silence, impatience and abrupt-ness.  Today Jesus offers you the “authority” to cast out these spi-rits from your life and your family. 

Making a Report of Sexual Abuse

     To inform the Archdiocese of Detroit regarding the sexual abuse of minors by priests, deacons, and other Church personnel and/or to speak to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, contact 866–343–8055. A caller will be requested to provide his or her name and telephone number. All calls regarding complaints of sexual abuse will be returned in a timely manner. This toll–free telephone number has been established as part of an effort by the Detroit archdiocese to protect children, young people, and other vulnerable people in our schools, parishes, and ministries. This line is for reporting suspected sexual misconduct or child abuse within archdiocesan institutions and ministries only. Persons with complaints not involving clergy or church personnel should refer to the archdiocesan web site at www.AODonline.org and click on the “Promise to Protect, Pledge to Heal” link on the left-hand side of the page for contact information for civil authorities. 
###

Note to Bulletin Editors: If you would like to receive these monthly announcements via email, contact the Archdiocese Public Relations Office at proffice@aod.org or call 313–237–5943.

