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June 11–12
Archbishop Vigneron to priests, faithful: Concerns over ACC conference, liturgy


Local and religious news outlets may have coverage this Pentecost weekend regarding an organiza-tion called the American Catholic Council (ACC) and its three-day conference at Cobo Hall. Last fall, Archbishop Vigneron cautioned any Catholic against participating in this national gathering. The conference was not being con-ducted under the auspices of the Detroit archdiocese or any entity of organization affiliated with the archdiocese or the universal Roman Catholic Church. The archbishop expressed his serious concerns over the ACC’s distortion of Church teachings and issues, and most notably the group’s expressed opposition to the teachings of the Second Vatican Council. At that time, he asked the organizers to cancel the conference. They declined to respond. 


As the event approached, the ACC refused to request and failed to receive – as required under Church law – permission from the archbishop to conduct what it called a “Eucharistic Liturgy.” To confirm the legitimacy of what they had planned, the ACC was asked to provide details regarding this liturgy. The response received was ambiguous, and there were good reasons for believing forbidden concelebration will take place by the laity and with those not in full communion with the Church. In light of this, Archbishop Vigneron recently warned clergy and the lay faithful against participating in both the conference and the liturgy. 


Additional information about the matter is available online at www.AODonline.org/ACC.
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