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October 29, 2011
Re: 
Announcement regarding Fr. Gary Schulte, for use in parish bulletins in the Archdiocese.

SHORT VERSION

Regarding Fr. Schulte

     On Friday, October 28, Fr. Gary Schulte, pastor of St. Sylvester in Warren, was placed on administrative leave and restricted from any public ministry.  This is the result of an allegation of misconduct deemed to be of sufficient substance under the Archdiocese of Detroit policy on clerical sexual abuse. 

     Additional information on the matter is available on the Web at www.AODcommunications.org.   Those with questions or concerns should contact the Victim Assist-ance Coordinator at (866) 343-8055. 
LONG VERSION

Regarding Fr. Gary Schulte…

     On the last weekend in October, prior to each of the liturgies at St. Sylvester Parish in Warren, Bishop Michael Byrnes, the auxiliary bishop assigned to the Northeast Region of the Archdiocese of Detroit, read the following statement regarding Fr. Gary Schulte: 

      At the request of Archbishop Vigneron, I am here to share some sad and serious news involving St. Sylvester Parish.  On Friday, Oct-ober 28, Fr. Schulte was placed on an administrative leave and re-stricted from any public ministry.

     In September, the Detroit arch-diocese received a complaint against Fr. Schulte alleging sexual misconduct with a person under the age of 18.  The complaint dates back to Father’s earlier years of ministry.  

     The archdiocese takes these matters seriously.  When an alle-gation comes to us, our next steps are informed by the policies and procedures required by the United States Conference of Catholic Bi-shops as well as those adopted here in our own archdiocese over 20 years ago.  

     As it relates to this particular case, the allegation was first re-ported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator. Subsequently, the com-plaint was shared with civil authorities and considered by the chair of the Archdiocesan Review Board and the archbishop’s lead advisors on these matters.  An initial investigation found the complaint to be of sufficient sub-stance to require restrictions on Fr. Schulte’s service as a priest.  

     Fr. Thomas Sutherland, a senior (retired) priest, has been appointed temporary administrator of St. Sylvester Parish.   Fr. Schulte has moved out of the rectory.  His housing and living expenses have not been disrupted; they are being fully provided for by the arch-diocese.  Those wishing to write Fr. Schulte can do so care/of Blessed Sacrament Cathedral in Detroit.  

     Undoubtedly, there may be questions and concerns from mem-bers of the St. Sylvester Parish family and beyond.  However, since this matter will now be the subject of further review, to protect the integrity of that process, Father Sutherland, myself, and the parish staff are extremely limited in what we can say beyond this statement and what appears on the arch-diocesan website.   

     Please keep everyone involved in this matter, Fr. Schulte and others, in your prayers.    

     There is a toll-free phone number to contact the Victim Assistance Coordinator for the archdiocese: (866) 343-8055. 

