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December 3 & 4
Mass Will Honor St. Juan Diego and Our Lady of Guadalupe
     At 7 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 9, Archbishop Allen Vigneron will celebrate Mass at the Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament in honor of the feast day of St. Juan Diego, the peasant to whom the Virgin Mary appeared as Our Lady of Guadalupe. All are invited to attend. The Cathedral is at 9844 Woodward Avenue in Detroit.
Seminary Classes

Coming to a Parish Near You!

     Would you like to discover the tradition of Catholic spirituality and learn how to grow in holiness? Or better understand the biblical and theological foundations for the Catholic Church and how the Church relates to other faith traditions?

     Consider taking a course at a local parish this coming Winter semester from Sacred Heart Major Seminary! Geared toward your busy schedule, courses are held once a week during evening hours from January 9 through April 26. Credits can be applied toward catechetical certification or other pastoral programs or degrees. Some classes may re-quire pre-requisites.

     The cost is $373 per credit or audit hour; classes are two three credit hours. Financial aid is available for qualifying students.

      New students must apply online at www.shms.edu, submit official transcripts from previous academic work, and schedule a short phone interview with an admissions representative. Winter admission ends December 9. Find out more information and apply online or call (313) 883-8520.

Solanus Casey Center

Hosts Advent Series


The Solanus Casey Center, 1780 Mt. Elliott Street, Detroit, is hosting a series of reflections each Wednesday during Advent. Mass is celebrated at 12 noon, followed by a talk at 12:30 p.m. with soup and rolls. There is a Healing Prayer at 2 p.m.  Secure parking is available.


For more detailed information, go to www.solanuscasey.org or call 313-579-2100, ext. 0. Speakers include Sally McCuen, hospitality coordinator for the center; Fr. Larry Webber, OFM Cap., director of the center; and Fr. Jim Hast, OFM Cap., assistant director of the center. 

Adopt a Family

     Please think about helping out a family at Christmas this year.  Each year, the Department of Parish Life and Services sponsors an Adopt a Family program that enables individuals and parishes to assist families struggling to make ends meet.

     Parishes and Catholic social service agencies submit stories about local families who are in need.  These families reside in every county of the archdiocese and represent every age and ethnic origin.  They are screened by the sponsoring parishes and agencies and are identified by number to remain confidential.

     The Adopt a Family list was published in the November 4th and November 18th issues of The Michigan Catholic.  It also is available via the Internet at www.aodonline.org/AdoptAFamily. All the funds collected will be distributed through the sponsor, not directly by the Archdiocese of Detroit.  Donors may request their gift be given to a specific family or evenly split between all families.  For more details, call 313-237-4696.

     Persons wishing to participate in the Adopt a Family program should make checks payable to the Department of Parish Life and Services and send them to:  Archdiocese of Detroit, Depart-ment of Parish Life & Services, 305 Michigan Avenue, 10th Floor, Detroit, MI  48226.      

     Include your name and add-ress if you would like an acknow-ledgement for tax purposes.  One may also donate by credit card (Visa, MC, Discover, American Express) on the Web. 
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     God calls us to proclaim the Good News (Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11).    How do you share the Good News?  Pray for the grace to be a faith filled witness to God’s love. If you think God is calling you to be a priest visit our website at www.detroitpriest.com or contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priest-ly Vocations at birney.tim@aod.org, 313-237-5875.
– MORE – 

Word of Life

     “The beginning of the Liturgical Year helps us live anew the expectation of God who took flesh in the womb of the Virgin Mary, God who makes himself little, who becomes a child; it speaks to us of the coming of a God who is close, who chose to experience human life from the very be-ginning in order to save it totally, in its fullness. And so the mystery of Lord’s Incarnation and the beginning of human life are closely and harmoniously con-nected and in tune with each other in the one saving plan of God, the Lord of the life of each and everyone.”
     ~ Pope Benedict XVI, Homily at Celebration of First Vespers of the First Sunday of Advent, Nov. 27, 2010
A Family Perspective
by Bud Ozar

     Why is it so hard to forgive, yet so easy to get even? Listen to John the Baptist in today’s Gospel and repent of the anger and ugly feelings which block your ability to forgive. This Christmas give a gift which makes a difference. Give forgiveness.
December 10 & 11
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     God has given each one of us a mission  (Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11). How will you respond?  Rejoice in the Spirit who is at work in you. If you think God is calling you to be a priest visit our website at www.detroitpriest.com or contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priest-ly Vocations at birney.tim@aod.org, 313-237-5875.
A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar

     Today’s Gospel reports “there is one among you whom you do not recognize.” It is hard to believe Christ is present in a family with crazy schedules, suppers that start too late and end too early, cars that don’t start, misunder-standings, frustrations, piles of laundry, unmatched socks and stretched food budgets. The list is endless. The words spoken at Mass, “The Lord is with you,” are not a hope, they are a fact. 
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Life is a Gift Conference

at SHMS on January 14

Be a living witness to the Gospel of Life in our times! Take part in the Archdiocese of Detroit’s second annual “Life is a Gift” conference, which will be Jan. 14 at Sacred Heart Major Seminary. The daylong conference will begin with a 7:30 a.m. pre-conference Mass. The event will feature keynote talks from Bobby Schindler, executive director of the Terri Schiavo Life & Hope Network; Detroit Auxiliary Bishop Michael Byrnes; and Dr. Paul Wright, who treated and served the poor with Blessed Teresa of Calcutta. 

     Breakout sessions, including two for teenaged attendees, will allow conference-goers to delve deeper into pro-life issues.

     Cost of the conference is $35 for adults and $20 for students ages 13 and older. Continental breakfast and lunch are included. For more information about the day’s topics or to register online, visit www.aodonline.org/lifeisagift, or call 313-237-4691.
Word of Life

     “With regard to the embryo in the womb, science itself high-lights its autonomy capable of interaction with the mother, the coordination of biological pro-cesses, the continuity of devel-opment, the growing complexity of the organism. This is not an accumulation of biological mat-erial, but a new living being, dynamic and wonderfully ordered, a new unique human being. So was Jesus in Mary’s womb, so it was for all of us in our mother’s womb.”
     ~ Pope Benedict XVI, Homily at Celebration of First Vespers of the First Sunday of Advent, Nov. 27, 2010
December 17 & 18

Midnight Mass at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral
     Christmas Eve Midnight Mass is a special occasion for your family and for the entire Church family of the Archdiocese of Detroit. Have you considered visiting the mother church of the archdiocese to join in the Mass celebrated by Archbishop Allen Vigenron? All are welcome to attend. At this special occasion, the archbishop will bestow his Apo-stolic Blessing to those present. 

     The Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament is at 9844 Woodward Ave. in Detroit, one mile north of West Grand Boulevard and one mile south of the Davison Freeway. The parking lot is well-lit and secured, and the Cathedral Chorale and Orchestra will begin a musical prelude at 11:30 p.m.
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     Mary was called to be open to the extraordinary (Luke 1:26-38).  What will it take for you to say, “Let it be done to me according to your word” in response to God’s call to you?  Trust that the Lord is with you and will guide you always.  If you think God is calling you to be a priest, visit our website at www.detroitpriest.com or contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations at birney.tim@aod.org, 313-237-5875.
– MORE – 

Adopt a Family for Christmas
     As Christmas draws near, many local families are struggling to meet direct financial needs such as food, prescription costs, rent, and utilities. Why not adopt one of these families for Christmas?

     To read about some of the families who are in need, visit www.AODonline.org/AdoptAFamily. These families represent every age and ethnic origin and reside in every county of the Archdiocese.

     You can help them by partic-ipating in the Adopt a Family program sponsored by the De-partment of Parish Life & Services. Each family has been screened by sponsoring parishes and agencies, and is identified by a number to remain confidential.

     Donors may request their gift be given to a specific family or evenly split between all families. For more details, call 313-237-4696.

     Persons wishing to donate should make checks payable to the Department of Parish Life & Services. Send to the Department of Parish Life and Services, 305 Michigan Ave., 10th Floor, Detroit, MI 48226. Be sure to include your name and address if you would like to receive an acknowledgement for tax purposes. One may also donate securely online using a credit card.

     All funds collected will be distributed through the sponsor, not directly by the Archdiocese.
Word of Life

     “In the eyes of the world those who are in the last stages of life are somehow diminished in their humanity and should be eliminated. We must see them through God’s eyes and recognize that each and every person is created in his image and likeness and that we are all connected to God and to each other. We are our brother’s keeper and our sister’s helper. Cain who forgot he was his brother’s keeper ended up becoming his executioner. ‘Thou shall not kill’ is God’s law and it is

written in our hearts by our Creator.”
     ~ Cardinal Seán O’Malley, Archbishop of Boston, Homily, Red Mass, Sept. 19, 2011
A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar

     Question: What do you call a family which began with an unmarried pregnant teen and had a twelve year old son who ran away from home and was eventually executed as a criminal?  

     Answer: Holy! Two lessons in today’s Gospel: (1) No matter what is happening in your family, “The Lord is with you.” (2) “Do not be afraid” for “nothing is impossible with God.”
December 24 & 25

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar

     This Christmas, remember that your task as a parent is the same as Mary’s: We must not let our doubts, fears and unfulfilled expectations get in the way of our loving acceptance of our children. 
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     Once again at Christmas, we celebrate the gift of Jesus.  We also examine the response that Jesus asks of us as He invites each of us to “Come, follow me!”  In two weeks every diocese in the United States will celebrate National Vocation Awareness Week, a time set aside to pray for our own discernment of how God leads us, and to pray for an increase in vocations to the priesthood and consecrated reli-gious life. 
     To learn more about vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life, please visit our website at www.detroitpriest.com. If you feel God is calling you to the priest-hood, contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations at birney.tim@aod.org, 313-237-5875.
Word of Life

     “A culture of life, not death.… This vision our creator planted in the depth of every human person, as part of our normative law: that life is sacred; that, once God breathes it into us, it lasts forever; that to take innocent life is so inimical to a righteous society that its protection is mandated in the very middle of the ten commandments; that the more innocent and fragile the more it begs protection; that, indeed, to protect life is the most noble of vocations.”
     ~ Archbishop Timothy Dolan, Archbishop of New York, Homily at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Oct. 3, 2010

December 31 & January 1
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     The last recorded words of the Blessed Mother in Sacred Scripture occurred at the wedding feast at Cana: “Do whatever He tells you” (John 2:5).  Mary’s obedience opened the way for Christ to come into the world.  Is God calling you to be a priest or religious sister or brother?  Next week begins National Vocation Awareness Week, take time to pray and listen to what God is telling you regarding your vocation in life. 

     To learn more about vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life, please visit our website at www.detroitpriest.com. If you feel God is calling you to the priest-hood contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations at birney.tim@aod.org, 313-237-5875.
– MORE – 

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar

     The Gospel on the Feast of the Holy Family shows Mary and Joseph weren’t “perfect” parents. If you have ever been “amazed” and “astonished” at what came out of your child’s mouth, then you are in good company. If there were times you “didn’t under-stand” your children or felt “anxious” about their behavior – so did Mary and Joseph. Parenting is tough but it is also the stuff of holiness.
Making a Report of Sexual Abuse

     To inform the Archdiocese of Detroit regarding the sexual abuse of minors by priests, deacons, and other Church personnel and/or to speak to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, contact 866–343–8055. A caller will be requested to provide his or her name and telephone number. All calls regarding complaints of sexual abuse will be returned in a timely manner. This toll–free telephone number has been established as part of an effort by the Detroit archdiocese to protect children, young people, and other vulnerable people in our schools, parishes, and ministries. This line is for reporting suspected sexual misconduct or child abuse within archdiocesan institutions and ministries only. Persons with complaints not involving clergy or church personnel should refer to the archdiocesan web site at www.AODonline.org/Protec&Heal  for contact information for civil authorities. 
Note to Bulletin Editors: If you would like to receive these monthly announcements via email, contact the Archdiocese Public Relations Office at proffice@aod.org or call 313–237–5943.

