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The dates appearing in the clear boxes are the suggested dates on which to run these announcements. You may run them when you wish and repeat them as often as you wish. These announcements are available at www.aodonline.org/bulletins.
September 3-4
Earthworks Urban Farm

Annual Harvest Dinner


The Capuchin Soup Kitchen’s Earthworks Urban Farm will hold its 4th Annual Harvest Dinner on Saturday, September 17, from 5 until 8 p.m., at the Gleaners Community Food Bank, 2131 Beaufait, Detroit. Tickets are priced on a sliding scale from $15-$100. Attendees are encouraged to give what they are able. The deadline for reservations is September 6. 


For more details on the dinner or the Earthworks Urban Farm, which begun on a small plot of land in 1997 and has grown into a working study in social justice, call 313-579-2100 x204 or visit www.cskdetroit.org/earthworks.

Word of Life


Yesterday was a dark day in the history of humanity, a terrible affront to human dignity. … How is it possible to commit acts of such savage cruelty? The human heart has depths from which schemes of unheard-of ferocity sometimes emerge, capable of destroying in a moment the normal daily life of a people. But faith comes to our aid at these times when words seem to fail. Christ’s word is the only one that can give a response to the questions which trouble our spirit. Even if the forces of darkness appear to prevail, those who believe in God know that evil and death do not have the final say. Christian hope is based on this truth; at this time our prayerful trust draws strength from it. 

~Bl. Pope John Paul II, General Audience, September 12, 2001
A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


The key word in today’s gospel is “listen.” We cannot change another person; not alone, not with others, and not with a whole Church. All we can do is state our position and “if he listens to you” then he can take the steps necessary to change themselves. Change comes from within.
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Do you know the power of prayer within a group? Join with others to pray for an increase of vocations to ordained ministry and the consecrated life (Matthew 18:15-20). If you think God is calling you to be a priest, call Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations, at 313-237-5875 or visit www.detroitpriest.com.

September 10-11
Day of Peace Prayer Service

at St. Bonaventure Chapel


The Annual International Day of Peace Prayer Service will be held from 7-8 p.m. on Wednesday, September 21, at St. Bonaventure Chapel, 1780 Mount Elliott, Detroit. Rev. Barry Randolph, pastor of the Church of the Messiah, Detroit, will discuss how to build peace in neighborhoods.


Each participating group will receive a Peace Candle to ritu-alize their commitment to foster peace in the world, their neigh-borhoods, and themselves. Please RSVP to reserve your candle. Call 313-579-2100 x149 for additional information.

Word of Life


In her concern for all human beings, in all their dimensions, the Church keeps watch over their fundamental rights in frank dialogue with all who help to make them effective and not to restrict them. She watches over the right to human life from its beginning to its natural end, because life is sacred and no one may arbitrarily dispose of it. She supervises protection and aid to the family, and supports financial, social and juridical measures, so that the man and woman who contract marriage and form a family may have the necessary support to fulfill their mission of being a shrine of love and life. 

~Pope Benedict XVI, Address of His Holiness Benedict XVI to the New Ambassador of Spain to the Holy See, April 16, 2011

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


Being unable to forgive one another means that we are holding onto a past wrong and hoping for a better past. That is not going to happen. We must move on with our life by accepting that we were unjustly treated and that it will not be corrected. We aren’t condoning the injustice we just don’t let it control our lives any longer. Forgiveness is critical to living a healthy life in the present.


Mass for those with Disabilities


On Sunday September 18, the Archdiocese of Detroit, supported by the Knights of Columbus, will sponsor the eighth annual Mass for those who have a disability. This year’s theme is “The last will be first." 


The liturgy will be held at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral (on Woodward, enter off Trowbridge) at 11 am. Archbishop Allen Vigneron will preside and be the homlist. The Mass will be signed; there will be assisted hearing devices and worship material in Braille available for those who request them.


This is a wonderful opportunity to share our faith, support indi–viduals who are disabled as well as their caregivers and family members. Refreshments will be served after the liturgy. 


Call 313-237-5978 to RSVP or to identify specific special needs for this CSA supported event.
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“Whoever believes in the Son of Man will have eternal life.” Are you called to bring faith in Christ and eternal life to others as a priest? Contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations, at 313-237-5875 or visit our website at www.detroitpriest.com.

September 17-18
A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


Today Jesus is saying to us, “Why are you idle? Go into my vineyard.” Family, where “the last will be first,” is the “vineyard” entrusted to us in today’s gospel. Successful families are con-structed by “laborers,” who work hard on family relationships, and not by couch potatoes. 
Word of Life


One need only consider the harm to our society and culture when science, technology and medicine proceed without respect for the innate and inalienable dignity of human life. A culture of death, sown by totalitarian regimes in the last century, is also sown in democratic societies when freedom’s dependence on truth is denied. 

~Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades, Bishop of Fort Wayne-South Bend, Message to Graduates, May 11, 2011
Evangelization, Catechesis & Schools Fall Gathering


Join the Department of Evan-gelization, Catechesis & Schools for the uplifting and energy-filled Annual Fall Gathering on Friday, September 23 beginning at 9 a.m. at Sacred Heart Major Seminary. This year’s theme is Creating the Evangelizing Parish: Living the Eucharist, and our keynote speaker is Father Frank DeSiano, President of Paulist Evangeli-zation Ministries and inter-nationally known speaker and author. There will also be workshops and Mass of the Holy Spirit. This event is open to pastors, DREs, PCLs, Adult Faith Formation Coordinators, Youth Ministers, Section Heads, Principals, and all those involved in parish evangelization and catechesis. 
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“Seek the Lord while He may be found…” While seeking Him in prayer and the sacraments, listen to Him. Could it be you are being called by Jesus to serve as a priest (Matthew 20: 1-16)? Con-tact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations, at 313-237-5875 or visit our website at www.detroitpriest.com.

September 24-25
Solanus Casey Center

Offers Director’s Tour


“Nourishing the Soul” is the mission of the Solanus Casey Center, located at 1780 Mt. Elliott, Detroit. The Center wel-comes people of all religious backgrounds and walks of life to be inspired by the life and message of the Venerable Solanus Casey.


The first Sunday of each month, Fr. Larry Webber, OFM Cap, director of the Solanus Casey Center, personally conducts a special tour of facility. The tour begins at 10:30 a.m. and is open to all. For groups larger than five, call 313-579-2100 x149 to reserve your space. Donations are appreciated. For more details, visit www.solanuscenter.org. 

Word of Life


The founders of our country declared that each human being has certain inalienable rights that government must protect. It is no accident that they named life before liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Life itself is a basic human good, the condition for enjoying all other goods on this earth. Therefore the right to life is the most basic human right. Other valued rights—the right to vote, to freedom of speech, or to equal protection under law—lose their foundation if life itself can be destroyed with impunity. 

~United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, “To Live Each Day with Dignity: A Statement on Physician-Assisted Suicide,” June 16, 2011
9th Annual AOD Catholic Women’s Conference


Register now for the 9th Annual Catholic Women’s Conference, Friday and Saturday, October 28-29 at the Best Western Sterling Inn Banquet and Conference Center, Sterling Heights. This year’s theme is “Embraced by Mercy, Transformed by Love,” and our keynote speaker will be His Excellency, The Most Reverend Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron, Archbishop of Detroit. Join the Archbishop as he challenges us to consider our unique vocation as God’s “privileged agents for sharing the good news of Divine Mercy.” Additional presenters include: Sr. Mary Finn, Catherine Lanni, Fr. Joseph Horn, and Marjorie Gabriel-Burrow; music and drama under the direction of Dr. Noriko Ernst, Kelly Nieto, and Marjorie Gabriel-Burrow. For registration and event details visit our website at www.aodwomensministry.org or call (313)237-4683. Registration deadlines: Mail-in postmarked October 20; Online-October 24. Note: Conference fees do not include hotel accommodations. For room reservations call the Sterling Inn at (586)979-1400.

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar

In today’s gospel Jesus asked, “What is your opinion?” Why do we think our opinion is dogma or fact? An opinion is only how we perceive a situation or how we feel comfortable doing something. Don’t argue over or become divided by “your opinion.” 
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“He humbled himself and became obedient…” If the Lord invites you to follow Him in humble obedience as a priest, how will you respond (Philippians 2:1-11)? If you think God is calling you to be a priest, call Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations, at 313-237-5875 or visit www.detroitpriest.com.

Making a Report of

Sexual Abuse

 To inform the Archdiocese of Detroit regarding the sexual abuse of minors by priests, deacons, and other Church personnel and/or to speak to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, contact 866–343–8055. A caller will be requested to provide his or her name and telephone number. All calls regarding complaints of sexual abuse will be returned in a timely manner. This toll–free telephone number has been established as part of an effort by the Detroit archdiocese to protect children, young people, and other vulnerable people in our schools, parishes, and ministries. This line is for reporting suspected sexual misconduct or child abuse within archdiocesan institutions and ministries only. Persons with complaints not involving clergy or church personnel should refer to the archdiocesan website at www.AODonline.org for contact information for civil authorities. 
###

Note to Bulletin Editors: If you would like to receive these monthly announcements via email, contact Anne Cahalan at cahalan.anne@aod.org or at 313–237–5800.

