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The dates appearing in the clear boxes are the suggested dates on which to run these announcements. You may run them when you wish and repeat them as often as you wish. These announcements are available at www.aodonline.org/bulletins.
August 6-7
Reaching Out to the 
Needy in East Africa


Lack of rainfall and rising prices have brought widespread hunger and malnutrition to the people in East Africa, including tens of thousands of refugees from Somalia who are searching for a safe haven. Catholic Relief Services, the Catholic organi-zation that responds to disasters worldwide, is in East Africa to help those in need access clean water and grow food. Pope Benedict XVI said on July 17, "I hope the international community will increase its efforts to quickly send aid to our sorely tested brothers and sisters, among them many children."


Contributions to Catholic Relief Services can be made online or by sending a check payable to the Archdiocese of Detroit c/o 1234 Washington Boulevard, Fourth Floor, Detroit, Michigan 48226. Include 'Disaster Relief' in the lower left memo line on the check.

Sacred Heart Seminary is Coming to You

Would you like to grow in your relationship with Christ and learn more about Catholic teach-ing? Would you like to learn more about the Bible, understand how scripture truly supports Catholic doctrine, and deepen your prayer life using the Word of God? 


This fall, Sacred Heart Major Seminary is offering three courses at five parish locations through-out the archdiocese during the Fall 2011 Semester (September 6–December 16). The admissions process requires an online appli-cation, official transcripts, and a phone interview with an admis-sions representative. Financial aid is available to qualified students. 


The deadline for admissions is August 15. For more information, visit www.shms.edu, email admissions@shms.edu, or call 313–883–8520.
Open Enrollment Period for the

Archdiocesan Children’s Choir 


The Archdiocese of Detroit Children’s Choir in August is having open enrollment for its 2010-2011 season. The Choir is open to singers in the third grade and above.  The AOD Children’s Choir sings at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral and often sings at spe-cial liturgies, some with Arch-bishop Vigneron.  For the fourth consecutive year, the Children’s Choir will participate in Pueri Cantores, a festival involving various children’s choirs from the entire region.  If you would like your child to participate, please contact Nancy Deacon, Director of Music at the Cathedral, at 313-865-6300 x227 or deacon.nancy@aod.org. to schedule an evaluation. 

Word of Life


“In this media age when our human contacts are more often via Facebook, and texting, blogs…and e-mails…the ability to form lasting human and spiritual relationships, face-to-face, seems to be diminishing. I wonder if the life giving spring of the Sacrament of Marriage is not the real ‘LIVE’ life-giving witness and example of married couples in all stages of life whether in the family of the church or in the community of our daily life? Real marriages and real moments in couples and family life are not found in a text book, in the pages of theological and catechetical and canonical journals… even as important as they must be to us. Real examples and real models of faith are ‘Incarnational’ when our beliefs become reflected in our lives by examples of faith, hope, and love, sometimes against the most impossible situations.”
~Bishop Kevin W. Vann, Bishop of Fort Worth, “The Sacrament of Marriage: A Great Untapped Life-Spring” at the Family Life Ministry Conference in the Arch–diocese of Galveston-Houston, 2 April 2011
Celebrate Cardinal Szoka’s 40th Anniversary as a Bishop

     The faithful of the Archdiocese of Detroit are invited to honor Archbishop Emeritus Cardinal Edmund Szoka as he marks his 40th anniversary as a bishop on Aug. 11 with a Mass at the Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament. Mass will be at 2 p.m. Detroit’s archbishop from 1981 until 1990, Cd. Szoka served as prefecture for the economic affairs of the Holy See, then president of the Vatican City State following his time in Detroit. Since his retirement from that post since 2006, he has returned to Detroit. Visit www.aodonline.org to register for the Mass.

-- MORE --

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


The demands of family can be so overwhelming that we feel walking on water would be easier. When Jesus was pressured, He dismissed everyone, so he could be “by himself and pray.” When overwhelmed and stressed, go to a quiet place and surrender your pressured feelings to the Lord using Peter’s prayer in today’s Gospel: “Lord, save me.”
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Jesus is with us to help us do what may seem impossible. Have faith that you will not sink. Listen for his voice of encouragement (Matthew 14:22-33). If you think God is calling you to be a priest, call Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations, at 313-237-5875 or visit our website at www.detroitpriest.com.

August 13-14
A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


The mother in today’s Gospel persisted, even when she was ignored and insulted. She would do whatever was necessary to bring relief to her child. Parenting is more than bringing life into the world; it is also about sacrificing daily for your children. 
Mercy Education Project: Volunteers Needed

Mercy Education Project, founded in 1992 by the Sisters of Mercy, needs volunteer tutors for its after–school program for Southwest Detroit girls in grades one through eight. Tutors work with the same student for one day a week after the school day, from late September through late May. Tutoring is curriculum based; training and materials are provided. Tutors assist students who are below grade level in reading and/or math to strengthen their academic skills and their confidence as learners.


Informational sessions are coming up for potential volunteers and others interested in the organization. Learn more online at www.mercyed.net or by calling 313–963–5881.
Join the Catholic Youth Organization’s Tigers Outing
     Help the Catholic Youth Org-anization fill Comerica Park with Catholics during its “Day at Comerica Park” Detroit Tigers game outing. The CYO will benefit from ticket sales through its office for the Sunday, Sept. 11 game between the Detroit Tigers and the Minnesota Twins. Game time is at 1:05 p.m. During the game, free carousel and Ferris wheel rides and face painting will be available for kids. And after the game, youths 14 and under will have the chance to run the bases. Tickets start at $14 with a $6 handling fee per order. For more details, send an e-mail to scott.rourke@detroittigers.com or call the CYO at (313) 963-7172.

Word of Life


“In today’s society the presence of exemplary Christian families is more necessary and urgent than ever. Unfortunately, we are forced to acknowledge the spread of a secularization which leads to the exclusion of God from life and the increasing disintegration of the family…Freedom without comm-itment to the truth is made into an absolute, and individual well-being through the consumption of material goods and transient experiences is cultivated as an ideal, obscuring the quality of interpersonal relations and deeper human values; love is reduced to sentimental emotion and to the gratification of instinctive impulses, without a commitment to build lasting bonds of reciprocal belonging and without openness to life. We are called to oppose such a mentality!” 

~Pope Benedict XVI, Homily, Holy Mass on the Occasion of the National Day of Croatian Catholic Families, Sunday, 5 June 2011
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“Woman, you have great faith” (Matthew 15:21-28).  It takes faith to hear God’s call in our lives. His call takes us on unexpected paths of deeper trust and love. Is God calling you to be a priest? Contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations, at 313-237-5875 or visit our website at www.detroitpriest.com.

August 20-21
A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


Like Jesus in today’s Gospel, we are seen by others in different ways. Perhaps the name our family gives us is closest to our true identity. They know us best. Who do they say you are?
Word of Life


“Alongside what the Church says, the testimony and commitment of the Christian family – your concrete testimony – is very important, especially when you affirm the inviolability of human life from conception until natural death, the singular and irreplaceable value of the family founded upon matrimony and the need for legislation which supports families in the task of giving birth to children and educating them.”
~Pope Benedict XVI, Homily, Holy Mass on the Occasion of the National Day of Croatian Catholic Families, Sunday, 5 June 2011
-- MORE –
Evangelization, Catechesis & Schools Fall Gathering


Join the Department of Evan-gelization, Catechesis & Schools for the uplifting and energy-filled Annual Fall Gathering on Friday, September 23 beginning at 9 a.m. at Sacred Heart Major Seminary. This year’s theme is Creating the Evangelizing Parish: Living the Eucharist, and our keynote speaker is Father Frank DeSiano, President of Paulist Evangeli-zation Ministries and inter-nationally known speaker and author. There will also be workshops and Mass of the Holy Spirit.  This event is open to pastors, DREs, PCLs, Adult Faith Formation Coordinators, Youth Ministers, Section Heads, Principals, and all those involved in parish evangelization and catechesis.  
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Who do you say that Jesus is? Can you proclaim with Peter, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God?” Pray for the grace to act on your belief (Matthew 16:13-20). If you think God is calling you to be a priest, call Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations, at 313-237-5875 or visit our website at www.detroitpriest.com.
August 27-28
Word of Life


“Dear families, be courageous! Do not give in to that secularized mentality which proposes living together as a preparation, or even a substitute for marriage! Show by the witness of your lives that it is possible, like Christ, to love without reserve, and do not be afraid to make a commitment to another person!”
~Pope Benedict XVI, Homily, Holy Mass on the Occasion of the National Day of Croatian Catholic Families, Sunday, 5 June 2011

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar

Relationships live in a careful balance. If a person changes, the balance is altered, requiring a shift in the relationship. In today’s gospel, Jesus announced a change and Peter resisted. Sometimes, those we count on for support may actually get in the way. Jesus told Peter: “You are an obstacle to me.” 
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If you are willing to offer your life for Jesus’ sake, you will find it. By walking the path of faith and trust we come to know Jesus; promise is real. Pray for courage and the willingness to “let go and let God” (Matthew 16:21-27). If you think God is calling you to be a priest, call Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations, at 313-237-5875 or visit our website at www.detroitpriest.com.

Solanus Casey Center

Offers Director’s Tour


“Nourishing the Soul” is the mission of the Solanus Casey Center. Located at 1780 Mt. Elliott, Detroit, the Center welcomes people of all religious backgrounds and walks of life to be inspired by the life and message of the Venerable Solanus Casey.


The first Sunday of each month, Fr. Larry Webber, OFM Cap, director of the Solanus Casey Center, personally conducts a special tour of the facility at 10:30 a.m. The tour is open to all. For groups larger than five, call 313-579-1200 x149 to reserve your space. Donations are appreciated. For more information, visit the Web at www.solanuscenter.org. 

Making a Report of

Sexual Abuse

 To inform the Archdiocese of Detroit regarding the sexual abuse of minors by priests, deacons, and other Church personnel and/or to speak to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, contact 866–343–8055. A caller will be requested to provide his or her name and telephone number. All calls regarding complaints of sexual abuse will be returned in a timely manner. This toll–free telephone number has been established as part of an effort by the Detroit archdiocese to protect children, young people, and other vulnerable people in our schools, parishes, and ministries. This line is for reporting suspected sexual misconduct or child abuse within archdiocesan institutions and ministries only. Persons with complaints not involving clergy or church personnel should refer to the archdiocesan website at www.AODonline.org for contact information for civil authorities. 
###

Note to Bulletin Editors: If you would like to receive these monthly announcements via email, contact Anne Cahalan at cahalan.anne@aod.org or at 313–237–5800.







