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The dates appearing in the clear boxes are the suggested dates on which to run these announcements. You may run them when you wish and repeat them as often as you wish. These announcements are available at www.aodonline.org/bulletins.
April 2–3
Word of Life

We know from science that the moment of conception is a mo-ment unlike any other. An amazing event takes place at the moment of conception. The union at the moment of conception constitutes an absolutely new and utterly exceptional moment of creation, the moment when a new, unrepeatable and irreplace-able human being comes to exist. This new human being has emerged, a vulnerable and unique self–directing self that never before was. It needs nothing but a safe place ― the mother’s womb ― to grow and develop. After the moment of conception, this new human life will go through many stages and phases, none of which are as monumental as the one it has just emerged from: the moment of conception, the moment in which it began to exist. The science speaks for itself. The light of reason is clear. 

~ Cardinal Justin Rigali, Archbishop of Philadelphia, Hom-ily, National Shrine of the Im-maculate Conception, Jan. 24, 2011
Theology of the Body Conference: God, Sex and Sensibility


What is Theology of the Body? Why is it relevant to me? What is the connection between body and soul? Is the body an idol or an icon of God’s love? How do we find the happiness and true greatness that we long for? What “language of the body” are you speaking? Can I ever be whole again?


The Why The Fig Leaf? Confer-ence, sponsored by the Archdio-cese of Detroit on Saturday, May 14 at Madonna University, will answer these questions and more. Through a variety of keynote speakers, break-out sessions, and personal testimonies, this all-day conference will introduce and unpack John Paul II’s Theology of the Body. The day promises to inspire, inform and equip you to better understand and live out God’s mystery for your life in the total vision of the person and our eternal destiny.

     For more information and to register, please visit our website, www.aodonline.org/TheologyoftheBody, or call 313–237–5894. 
Catholic School Tuition Aid Available to Qualified Families


Considering a Catholic school education for your child, but concerned about the cost? The Archdiocese of Detroit offers options to help Catholic families meet tuition needs.


Through the Archdiocesan En-dowment Foundation Tuition Assis-tance Program, qualifying Catholic students in grades 1–8 can receive $800 per academic year; qualifying students in grades 9–12 can receive $700 per year. Information and applications (in both English and Spanish) for the academic year 2011-2012 are available online at www.AODschools.org. Click the “Tuition Assistance” link. Hard copies of the application are avail-able at all Catholic schools and some parishes. Applications are due by April 11. For information, contact Angie Naylor at 313–237–5775 or naylor.angie@aod.org.


Additionally, students who reside in the City of Detroit, Hamtramck, and Highland Park may qualify for aid through the Children’s Scholar-ship Fund (call 313–883–8677); and students in Wayne County enrol-ling in private schools for the first time may be eligible for aid through the Education for a Brighter Future Fund (call 313–886–8570). Applications for both funds are due by April 29. The Tuition Assistance Web page has further details. 

     Many Catholic schools also offer financial aid through their own programs. Ask your Catholic school administrator. Parents are encouraged to start early on the financial aid process.
National Marriage Encounter


National Marriage Encounter is a weekend experience of re-discovery for couples who want to make their good marriages even better. For more information, call Rich and Fran at 586–838–4447 or go to the Web: www.national–marriage–encounter.org.
A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


Failure to forgive blinds us to another’s goodness. Lent provides an opportunity to wash away our blind–spots in the pool of for-giveness. Listen to Jesus in today’s Gospel: “Go wash and see.” 

-- MORE --
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“The Lord looks into the heart” (1 Samuel 16: 6 – 13 & John 9: 1–49). What does he see? We are given the gifts of sight and insight. Look into the heart with love; do you see God calling you to the priesthood? Contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vo-cations, at 313–237–5875 or visit www.vocationsdetroit.org.

April 9–10
A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


Our families can become wrapped up chasing things we perceive will make us happy. Jesus’ words to Lazarus, He says to us: “Come out” from what entombs you. In this fifth week of Lent, “untie” yourself and be free from unnecessary possessions. 
The Michigan Catholic


The Michigan Catholic is the official newspaper of the Arch-diocese of Detroit. A subscription costs $24. You will receive 26 editions of the paper (bi–weekly) plus 12 special supplements. The Michigan Catholic brings you lo-cal, regional, national and inter-national news from the Catholic perspective. The supplements co-ver topics of great interest: parish festivals, Catholic education, vo-cations, senior living, and more. To subscribe call 313–224–8002 or send your payment to The Michigan Catholic, 305 Michigan Ave., Detroit, MI 48226
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“Jesus calls us forth from our graves of apathy and passivity” (John 11: 1–45). How will your new life in Christ make a dif-ference? Consider the Roman Catholic priesthood. If you think God is calling you to be a priest, call Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations, at 313–237–5875 or visit our website at www.vocationsdetroit.org.

Let’s Talk … Family Planning

     Spring is in the air. New life is budding. These signs give us the insight to know when it is time to plant or not. Our body gives us signs when pregnancy is possible. Natural Family Planning teaches couples how to interpret these signs.
     For more information about NFP, our regular classes, or the conference, email nfp@aod.org or call 313-237-4679.

Word of Life


A couple of weeks ago I went for my physical, and was in the X–ray room. There, as clear as day, was the dramatic warning: “X–rays can be dangerous to your unborn baby. Let the technician know if you are pregnant.”


We all know it, don’t we? We’re not talking about a “fetus,” “a mass of cells,” but a baby. The X–ray technicians know it; the obstetricians who show the sonogram to a mom know it; even the teenage mom on a recent MTV program sympathetic to abortion knew it when she pointed to a little baby and whispered, “Don’t tell me that little baby is just an ‘it.’”

~Most Rev. Timothy Dolan, Archbishop of New York and USCCB President, Speech at the Fourth Annual Respect Life Week, Yonkers, NY, Jan. 9, 2011

April 16–17
Word of Life


This is not a Church issue; this is a civil rights issue, the premier civil rights issue of our day!


All we are asking is that the equal protection of the law promised by our beloved constitution be applied to the pre-born baby. All we’re promoting is the noble right to life assured in our nation’s foundational docu-ments, which list the right to life first among those inalienable rights no one has the power to take away.

~Most Rev. Timothy Dolan, Archbishop of New York and USCCB President, Speech at the Fourth Annual Respect Life Week, Yonkers, NY, Jan. 9, 2011

Faithful Citizenship: Join the Church in Legislative Advocacy

    Do you write or call your elected officials when important legislation is being considered? Is your voice heard in Lansing? Do you stand up for religious freedom and for the unborn, poor and vulnerable in the public square?

     Join the Michigan Catholic Legislative Advocacy Network, an online email program that fa-cilitates direct communication between you and your elected officials.  Run by the Michigan Catholic Conference, the Catholic Church’s public policy voice in Michigan, the Legislative Advo-cacy Network lets you join Cath-olics across our state who are advocating for the core principals that guide our faith. The network keeps you updated with impor-tant legislative issues and helps to strengthen our Catholic ad-vocacy voice. Practice faithful citizenship today by visiting  www.micatholicconference.org. 
A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


The cruel death of Jesus tells us that bad things can and do happen to very good people. It also tells us God is present during the suffering. Bad things happen, but God does not abandon us. 
-- MORE --
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“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” (Matthew 27: 11–54).  Is God calling you to come in His name to others as a priest? Contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations, at 313–237–5875 or visit our website at www.vocationsdetroit.org.
April 23–24
Orchard Lake to Host

Wartime Diary Presentation


For the late Chester Laskos, a Detroit businessman who grew up in Poland, World War II marked the start of a perilous trek across Europe. During his travels, he experienced the ravages of war and the kindness of humanity.


From September 1939, when bombs fell on his hometown of Gorlice, until his arrival in the U.S. in 1940, Chester kept a daily diary in Polish. That diary has just been translated into English by the Polish Mission of Orchard Lake’s Polonica Americana Re-search Institute (PARI).


The diary chronicles Chester’s journey across Poland, Ukraine, Hungary, and Italy. It details the horrors of war with incredible hardships, as well as Chester’s strong faith and devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary.


The public is invited to a free PowerPoint presentation of the diary sponsored by PARI. It will be held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, April 30, in the Panorama Room of the Fr. Andrew Wotta Building #11 on the campus of the Orchard Lake Schools, 3535 Indian Trail, Orchard Lake, MI 48324. 


Persons planning on attending are asked to RSVP by April 27 with their name and the number in their party to Cecile Wend Jensen at (248) 683-0323 or at cjensen@orchardlakeschools.com.

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar

Today’s Gospel instructs us that Jesus “had to rise from the dead.” The dying we experience with unmet expectations in marriage and parenting is normal to family life. Families must rise above disappointments and be Easter people all year long.
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The angel said, “Do not be afraid” (Matthew 28: 1–10).  Trust that the risen Christ empowers you to go and spread the good news. If you think God is calling you to be a priest, call Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations, at 313–237–5875 or visit www.vocationsdetroit.org.

Word of Life

I was watching a show about seals. It was a very well done show that followed a group of scientists on the West Coast who were doing a study on a particular group of seals. During their work they discovered that one of the seals was badly injured, and when they examined her more closely, they realized that she was also pregnant, and not only was she pregnant, but she was very far along in her pregnancy, so far along that the scientists were almost certain that the baby seals would be able to survive outside their mother’s womb, but after further tests they all agreed that there was no way to save the life of the mother, and that if she were to die, her babies would die with her. So they did an emergency operation and saved the lives of all the baby seals. None of the scientists questioned what the mother seal’s “choice” was, they didn’t ask if the unborn baby seals had a “right” to live. No, they just used their common sense and did the right thing. They protected life. Human beings instinctively want to save life, but how then in our country could there be so many who are not pro-life?

~Rev. Mark Ivany, Homily, Mass in Washington, DC on the morning of the March for Life, Jan. 24, 2011

Making a Report of

Sexual Abuse

 To inform the Archdiocese of Detroit regarding the sexual abuse of minors by priests, deacons, and other Church personnel and/or to speak to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, contact 866–343–8055. A caller will be requested to provide his or her name and telephone number. All calls regarding complaints of sexual abuse will be returned in a timely manner. This toll–free telephone number has been established as part of an effort by the Detroit archdiocese to protect children, young people, and other vulnerable people in our schools, parishes, and ministries. This line is for reporting suspected sexual misconduct or child abuse within archdiocesan institutions and ministries only. Persons with complaints not involving clergy or church personnel should refer to the archdiocesan website at www.AODonline.org for contact information for civil authorities. 
###

Note to Bulletin Editors: If you would like to receive these monthly announcements via email, contact Anne Cahalan at cahalan.anne@aod.org or at 313–237–5800.







